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El Paso Community College (EPCC) was established as the first junior college system in El Paso, Texas, in 1969.
Two years later it enrolled more than 900 students. Today, EPCC serves more than 22,000 students with five
campuses. Over its 51 years of educating, EPCC has earned dozens of awards and recognitions, including being
Hispanic Outlook on Education Magazine’s #1 granter of associate degrees for 14 years. EPCC prides itself on
serving a diverse body of students and continues to open up opportunities to historically underserved populations.
THE LEADERSHIP COUNCIL

EPCC joined the CCRSM network as a higher education parter in 2005 and launched its first ECHS program
in 2006. As the number of El Paso campuses grew from one school to 17 campuses, EPCC formed its own mininetwork for its high school partners. The Leadership Council meets biannually to connect local leaders, address
concerns, and support campuses. To conquer the challenges of operating in a rural El Paso region, the Council creates
partnerships with local industry leaders to provide EPCC students as many opportunities as possible.

“IN EL PASO, WE DON’T THINK OF THE DISTRICT’S
STUDENTS, EPCC STUDENTS OR UTEP STUDENTS;
THEY ARE ALL OUR STUDENTS.”

PIPELINE OF SUCCESS

EPCC partners with University of Texas at El Paso (UTEP)
to provide even more opportunities to seniors who have
completed their high school coursework early. As students
with 3.0 GPAs finish their associate degrees, they can
begin junior-level coursework at UTEP at no cost. Because
of the groundwork laid by the Council, this advantage was
scaled quickly to become available to all qualifying seniors.
2019-20 SCHOOL YEAR

EPCC has continued to expand opportunities for El Paso
students. This year, EPCC opened five new campuses,
increasing the number of campuses from 12 to 17, the
greatest increase during a single academic school year.
EPCC has also added three more partnership campuses
during the 2020-21 school year.

EPCC’S COVID-19 RESPONSE

In Spring 2020, EPCC transitioned to 100% remote courses using Blackboard Learn™. Dual credit students
transitioned quickly by continuing to use their high school’s online learning software in addition to Blackboard.
Because of the region’s quick response and despite challenges posed by the pandemic, 517 EPCC dual credit
students earned their associate degrees in May.
In addition to online learning, EPCC transitioned its advising programming from face-to-face to virtual. EPCC
already remotely advised its rural schools, so it expanded its existing virtual program to all students. Students now
have more access to tutoring, planning and advising than before. EPCC also moved its Dual Credit Summer
Convening for newly credentialed DC/ECHS faculty to a virtual platform.

“The greatest success during these challenging times [was] the quick response
from all the stakeholders in the region.”
Tonie Badillo,
Dean of Dual Credit & Early College High Schools

